REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Georgia

Project Name: Georgia I2Q - Innovation, Inclusion and Quality
Project No.168481
Assignment Title: Disbursement Specialist/Accountant – National Consultant
Contract/RFP No: GE-MESCS-372393-CS-INDV
Georgia has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the Georgia I2Q - Innovation, Inclusion and Quality Project and intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments for goods, works, and related services and consulting services to be procured under this project.
The Project consists of the following key components:
Component 1- Improving Quality of and Access to Early Childhood Education and Care: support to facilitate expanded access to quality pre-school education in selected pre-schools.
Component 2 – Fostering Quality Teaching and Learning in General Education: Support to provide a learning environment that is conducive to quality education in selected general education schools.

Component 3 – Strengthening Financing Options and Promoting Internationalization in Higher Education: Support to improve the quality and international competitiveness of higher education.
Component 4 – System Strengthening and Stakeholder Communication: Support to facilitate a shift in attitude towards learning.
Component 5 – Supporting Project Management, Monitoring, and Evaluations: Support capacity building for effective management and monitoring of the Project including provision of Operating Costs, Training, outreach and awareness campaigns, consulting services, M & E and, Project audits for (a) Project Management Team (PMT); and (b) Project Management Unit (PMU).
The Project has been under implementation since 2019 by the Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia (MES), its subordinate government agencies and by the Municipal Development Fund of Georgia (MDF) and is expected to be completed by 31 March 2026.

The PMU created within MES supports the implementation of the Project’s tasks above. The PMT created within the MDF supports implementation of the separate component aimed to improve the relevant infrastructure and rehabilitate schools under the Project overall objectives.

The Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia (MES) now invites Individual Consultants (Consultants) to express their interest in providing the following services: Disbursement Specialist/Accountant – National Consultant.
Scope of Work

· Should work in coordination with a Financial Management Specialist of PMU;

· Maintaining the project records and accounts according to the accounting principles and practices acceptable to the World Bank and Georgian legislation; 

· Ensuring that all project accounts are maintained in accordance with the World Bank relevant guidelines and regulations;

· Ensuring accounts payables and receivables under WB financed projects are processed accurately, efficiently and in a timely manner, reporting any concerns/discrepancies to the Financial Management Specialist;
· Maintain correct and reconciled records for each vendor. Ensure that total payments, balance of unpaid invoices and unpaid contract amount are periodically reconciled with each vendor. Resolve all discrepancies promptly;
· Assist FMS in checking and preparation of documentation required for verifying Supplier's invoices. Verify calculations on invoices and their consistency with supporting documents and contracts or purchase orders to confirm that Invoices are properly due for approval by FMS for payment on timely basis, according to the WB relevant guidelines, regulations, legal agreements and other applicable documents;
· Preparation of payments in E-Treasury System;

· Assist FMS in preparation of all necessary documentation (WAs, SOEs, Summary Sheets, etc.) for submission to the World Bank to request for replenishment/recovery of the Designated Account(s) on timely basis;

· Record financial transactions into automated accounting system Oris Manager following the WB Financial Management Guidelines with accordance to the Georgian legislation;

· Ensuring that the project accounting system is reliable for preparation of Semiannual Interim Un-Audited Financial Reports (IFRs).

· Maintain fixed assets’ register for the equipment bought from the project funds and assist in periodic physical inventory checks;

· Assisting audit processes and cooperate with the auditors; 

· Performing a variety of accounting activities assisting Project Financial Management Specialist; 

· Upon request providing all necessary documentation to the Management;

· Cooperate with the World Bank missions in conducting regular financial management supervisions of the project. 
Working Conditions 
· Based at PMU Office, Tbilisi.

Qualification and experience 
· University-level degree in finance, business administration or related fields;

· 5 (Five) years of practical experience as an accountant/finance specialist;

· Relevant working experience on international contracts/Project, particularly with WB or similar International Financial Institutions (IFIs) procedures; 

· Good knowledge of E-Treasury system, working experience with State Treasury;

· Experience of work in automated accounting system Oris Manager;
· Knowledge of the World Bank financial procedures; 
· Verbal, reading and writing skills in English;

· Fluency in Georgian;

· Proficiency in standard and specialized desktop computer applications, including Word, Excel, electronic mail.

Desired:
· Experience of working in finance field of Governmental Institutions;
Note: The MES reserves it’s right to verify submitted references and use obtained information for evaluation purposes.
Duration of Assignment 

This is 28 months full time assignment including probation period of first three months. The contract can be extended subject to satisfactory evaluation of Consultant’s performance by the PMU Executive Director as well as operational needs of the Project. The assignment is expected to commence on September 2023.  
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 3.14 “Conflict of Interest” of the World Bank’s Guidelines: World Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrower, July 2016 revised November 2020”, setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  In addition, please refer to the following specific information on conflict of interest related to this assignment: The consultant shall not receive any remuneration in connection with the assignment except as provided in the contract. The consultant and its affiliates shall not engage in consulting or other activities that conflict with the interest of the client under the contract. The contract shall include provisions limiting future engagement of the consultant for other services resulting from or directly related to the firm’s consulting services in accordance with the requirements of paragraphs 3.16, 3.17 and 3.18 of the Guidelines.
An individual consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in World Bank’s Guidelines: World Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrower, July 2016 revised November 2020” “Selection of Individual Consultants”.
Interested consultants may obtain further information by email: procurement@iiq.gov.ge
Cover letter and CVs of candidates in English language must be submitted electronically, indicating the name of position on the subject to the address below not later than, August 4, 2023, 17:00 pm local time.
Name: Ia Iashvili  

Position: Procurement Specialist
Address: 4 a Tamar Chovelidze str., 0108 Tbilisi, Georgia
Email: procurement@iiq.gov.ge 

Web-Site: www.iiq.gov.ge
